CHRONOLOGY
Russia before the Russians
· c. 1000–700 B.C.E. Cimmerians control what later becomes the Russian part of the Eurasian plain

· c. 700–200 Scythians control the region

· late sixth century Darius of Persia invades Scythian territory

· 200 B.C.E.–200 C.E. Sarmatians control the region

· 200 Goths displace the Sarmatians

· 370 Huns displace the Goths mid-sixth century Avars take control of the steppe north of the Black Sea; Slavic tribes already live in the region

· seventh century Khazar state established; eventually rules from the Volga to the Dnieper

· seventh and Khazars hold off invading Arab armies and

· eighth centuries block expansion of Islam into region, leaving

· eastern Europe open to Christianity

· eighth–ninth century Khazar ruling class adopts Judaism; Khazar state remains the leading power on the steppe until defeated in mid-10th century

Kievan Rus
· ninth century Slavs well established on the Eurasian plain as agriculturalists and traders with more than 300 towns

· c. 862 Varangians, warriors and traders from Scandinavia, take power in Novgorod, establishing the Rurikid dynasty

· c. 880 Oleg, Rurik’s successor, takes control of Kiev, which becomes capital of loose federation of fortified cities ruled by princes

· 911 Oleg wins favorable trading treaty with Byzantine Empire allowing Russian merchants to trade in Constantinople

· 944 Prince Igor secures another trade treaty with Byzantines

· 966 Prince Svyatoslav defeats the Khazars

· 988 Prince Vladimir (r. 978–1015) converts to Greek Orthodox Christianity; Kievan Rus becomes a Christian state

· 1019–1054 Reign of Yaroslav the Wise. He issues the Russkaya Prava, Russia’s fi rst law code, and builds Kiev’s Cathedral of St. Sophia.

· 1113–1125 Reign of Vladimir Monomakh, who issues his Testament to his successors; Kiev is urban center with 50,000 people

· 12th century Novgorod is a fl ourishing trading center, with extensive ties to Europe. With its strong veche, it is now a republic The Primary Russian Chronicle and The Tale of the Host of Igor are written

· 1147 First mention of Moscow in Russian chronicles

· 1169 Prince Andrei Bogolyubsky, ruler of Rostov-Suzdal principality, leads coalition of princes that sacks Kiev, as Kievan state is weakened by disunity and civil war

· 1223 Battle of Kalka River: Mongols defeat Russian-Polovtsy forces

· 1237 Mongols begin conquest of Kievan Rus Mongols destroy Ryazan

· 1240 Mongols sack and destroy Kiev

· 1240–1480 Mongols complete conquest of Kievan Rus; establish Golden Horde state on the steppe; control Russia and extract heavy tribute.

· 1242 Aleksandr Nevsky defeats Teutonic Knights on the ice of Lake Peipus

Muscovite Russia
· 13th–16th centuries Lithuania and Poland expand into East Slav territory; Gradual division of East Slavs into Russians (Great Russians), Ukrainians (Little Russians), and Belarusians (White Russians)

· 1301 Moscow (Muscovy) becomes a separate principality with its own ruling house

· 1303–1325 Reign of Prince Yury, made grand prince by the Golden Horde khan; Territorial expansion of Muscovy begins

· 1325–1341 Reign of Ivan I (Kalita, or “moneybags”) who recovers title of grand prince for Moscow, where it stays; Russian Orthodox Church moves its headquarters to Moscow

· 1359–1389 Reign of Dmitry Donskoi

· c. 1360–1430 Life of Andrei Rublev

· 1380 Battle of Kulikovo Field: Donskoi wins fi rst ever Russian victory over Mongols

· 1389–1425 Reign of Vasily I, who commissions Rublev to paint frescoes at the Assumption Cathedral in Vladimir

· 1425–1462 Reign of Vasily II, who defeats and weakens Novgorod in 1456

· 1462–1505 Reign of Ivan III, the “Great”

· 1472 Ivan marries niece of last Byzantine emperor, enhancing the prestige of Moscow’s grand princes. In the 1480s Ivan sometimes refers to himself as “czar”; Increased use of Byzantine symbols and ceremonies at Moscow court

· 1478 Ivan annexes Novgorod, abolishes its veche, and brings its famous bell to Moscow

· 1480 Ivan declares independence from the Golden Horde, then faces down a Mongol army near the Oka River

· 1493 Ivan takes the title “Sovereign [gosudar] of All Russia”

· 1497 Ivan issues a new law code, the Sudebnik, reinforcing the growing and increasingly autocratic power of Moscow’s grand princes

· 1500–1503 Successful war against Lithuania wins territory for Moscow

· 1505–1508 Construction of Ivan’s Great Bell Tower, the tallest structure in Moscow until the late 19th century

· 1505–1533 Reign of Vasily III

· 1510 Moscow annexes the principality of Pskov Letter to Vasily from leading Orthodox churchman calling Moscow the “Third Rome”

· 1514 Moscow annexes city of Smolensk

· 1533–1584 Reign of Ivan IV, the “Terrible”

· 1547 Ivan’s coronation: he formally takes the title “Czar of All the Russias”; Fire almost destroys Moscow

· 1549 or 1550 First meeting of the zemsky sobor

· 1550 Ivan issues new law code, the Sudebnik of

· 1552 Ivan’s troops conquer Kazan

· 1552–1560 Ivan builds St. Basil’s Cathedral

· 1558–1582 Livonian War, which is costly and unsuccessful

· 1564–1572 Era of Ivan’s oprichnina (reign of terror)

· 1581 First “forbidden year” restricting movement of peasants; Ivan kills his eldest son and heir to the throne

· 1598–1605 Reign of Boris Godunov

· 1605–1613 Time of Troubles

· 1606–1607 Rebellion of peasants and others led by Ivan Bolotnikov

· 1613 Zemsky sobor chooses Michael Romanov as czar, beginning the Romanov dynasty that will rule until 1917

· 1613–1645 Reign of Michael Romanov

· 1645–1676 Reign of Alexis

· 1649 Alexis issues new law code, which fi nalizes and confi rms the serfdom of Russia’s peasants

· 1670–1671 Rebellion of Stepan Razin

Imperial Russia
· 1682–1725 Reign of Peter I, the “Great”

· 1696 Russia takes Azov from the Ottoman Empire

· 1697–1698 Peter’s grand embassy tour of Europe

· 1700 Peter adopts the Julian calendar

· 1701 Russia’s fi rst secular school, the School of Mathematics and Navigation in St. Petersburg, founded

· 1701–1704 Seven ironworks built in Urals, effectively marking the beginning of Russia’s industrialization.

· By 1725 Russia has about 200 large industrial enterprises

· 1700–1721 Northern War with Sweden

· 1703 St. Petersburg founded on territory along the Baltic coast seized from Sweden

· 1707–1708 Cossack revolt led by Kondraty Bulavin

· 1709 Peter defeats Charles XII of Sweden at Poltava

· 1711 Peter defeated by Turks in battle along Pruth River; Russia loses Azov

· 1711–1765 Life of Mikhail Lomonosov

· 1714 Major Russian naval victory over Sweden

· 1718 Poll tax instituted, tightening serfdom’s controls; a careful census follows; Alexis, heir to the throne, dies from torture during Peter’s investigation of alleged plot

· 1721 Treaty of Nystadt, confi rming Russian annexation of Swedish territory along the Baltic coast; Peter establishes Holy Synod

· 1722 Peter establishes Table of Ranks

· 1722–1723 War with Persia

· 1741–1761 Reign of Elizabeth

· 1754–1762 Construction of the Winter Palace by Italian architect Bartolomeo Rastrelli

· 1755 Founding of Moscow University at urging of Lomonosov

· 1756–1763 Seven Years’ War

· 1761–1762 Reign of Peter III; he is murdered in a coup

· 1762 Peter frees nobility from compulsory state service and takes Russia out of the Seven Years’ War, saving Prussia

· 1762–1796 Reign of Catherine II, the “Great”

· 1766 Catherine issues her Nakaz calling for reform of Russia’s law code

· 1768–1774 War with Turkey; ends with Treaty of Kuchuk Kainardji, giving Russia major territorial gains north of the Black Sea

· 1783 Annexation of the Crimea

· 1772–1795 Partition of Poland, in three stages (1772, 1793, 1795)

· 1773–1774 Pugachev rebellion

· 1775 Reform of provincial governments

· 1785 Catherine issues Charter of the Nobility, codifying and solidifying noble privileges

· 1787–1791 War with Turkey confi rms and adds to Russian territorial gains

· 1790 Aleksandr Radishchev publishes A Journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow; shortly thereafter he is exiled to Siberia

· 1792 Odessa founded; Nikolai Novikov arrested

· 1792–1856 Life of Nikolai Lobachevsky

· 1796–1801 Reign of Paul I, which ends when he is murdered in a coup

· 1799–1837 Life of Aleksandr Pushkin

· 1801–1825 Reign of Alexander I

· 1803 Decree on “free agriculturalists” allows landlords to free serfs

· 1804–1813 War with Persia

· 1805–1807 War with France under Napoléon Bonaparte; ends with the Peace of Tilsit

· 1806–1809 War with Turkey

· 1809–1852 Life of Nikolai Gogol

· 1812–1815 War with France after Napoléon invades Russia in June 1812

· 1812 Alexander dismisses Mikhail Speransky

· 1814 Russian army enters Paris

· 1814–1841 Life of Mikhail Lermontov

· 1815 Alexander forms Holy Alliance with Prussia and Austria

· 1816–1819 Serfdom abolished in Baltic provinces, but peasants freed without land

· 1818–1883 Life of Ivan Turgenev

· 1820–1880 Golden age of Russian literature

· 1821–1881 Life of Fyodor Dostoyevsky

· 1825 Decembrist Revolt after Alexander’s death

· 1825–1855 Reign of Nicholas I

· 1826 Third Section established

· 1827–1829 War with Turkey ends with Russian victory and Treaty of Adrianople

· 1828–1910 Life of Leo Tolstoy

· 1830–1831 Polish rebellion

· 1834–1907 Life of Dmitry Mendeleyev

· 1840s Emergence of Slavophiles and Westerners

· 1841–1893 Life of Peter Tchaikovsky

· 1844–1930 Life of Ilya Repin

· 1845 New criminal code with 54 pages of political crimes

· 1849–1936 Life of Ivan Pavlov

· 1851 Railroad connecting St. Petersburg and Moscow opened

· 1853–1856 Crimean War; Nicholas I dies in 1855; War ends with Russian defeat and territorial losses

· 1855–1881 Reign of Alexander II

· 1860–1900 Life of Isaac Levitan

· 1860–1904 Life of Anton Chekhov

· 1861 Emancipation Edict frees serfs; Beginning of Great Reforms

· 1863 Education reform restores autonomy to universities

· 1864 Zemstvos established, reforming local government; reform of judiciary makes it independent branch

· 1865–1911 Life of Valentin Serov

· 1866 State peasants freed; Assassination attempt against Alexander II

· 1868–1936 Life of Maksim Gorky

· 1870 Reform of town government

· 1870–1953 Life of Ivan Bunin

· 1872–1929 Life of Sergei Diaghilev

· 1873–1938 Life of Fyodor Chaliapin

· 1873–1943 Life of Sergei Rachmaninoff

· 1874 Reform of military service—the last Great Reform

· 1874–1875 Going to the People movement

· 1877–1878 War with Turkey ends with Treaty of San Stefano; its terms are revised to Russia’s detriment by the Congress of Berlin

· 1879 Formation of People’s Will

· 1880–1921 Life of Aleksandr Blok

· 1880–1934 Life of Andrei Bely

· 1881 Alexander II assassinated by members of People’s Will

· 1881–1894 Reign of Alexander III

· 1881 Political police reorganized as the Okhrana; new law subjects much of Russia to the equivalent of martial law; Deadly wave of pogroms against Jews

· 1881–1931 Life of Anna Pavlova

· 1882–1971 Life of Igor Stravinsky

· 1888–1966 Life of Anna Akhmatova

· 1889 New law creates land captains to control peasantry

· 1890 New law reduces peasant infl uence in the zemstvos and tightens government control over those bodies c. 1890–1917 Silver age of Russian culture

· 1891–1892 Severe famine

· 1891–1938 Life of Osip Mandelstam

· 1892–1903 Sergei Witte serves as fi nance minister, promoting railroads and industrialization

· 1894–1917 Reign of Nicholas II

· 1902 Lenin publishes What Is to Be Done?

· 1903 Second Social Democratic Party Congress; Bolshevik-Menshevik split; Nicholas II dismisses Witte; Wave of strikes sweeps southern Russia

· 1904–1905 Russo-Japanese war; ends in Russian defeat

· 1905 Bloody Sunday, Revolution of 1905; St. Petersburg Soviet formed; October Manifesto issued by Nicholas; St. Petersburg Soviet arrested and Moscow uprising crushed

· 1906 Fundamental Laws issued; First Duma meets; Prime Minister Peter Stolypin begins “wager on the strong” agricultural reforms

· 1906–1910 SRs assassinate more than 4,000 government offi cials

· 1907–1966 Life of Sergei Korolev

· 1914 World War I begins

· 1915 Nicholas takes command of the army

· 1916 Rasputin assassinated

· 1917 Disorder breaks out in Petrograd

Soviet Russia
· 1917 March Revolution: Disorder and riots lead to the formation of a Provisional Government and the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ deputies; Nicholas II abdicates: end of Romanov Dynasty;

· 1917 November Revolution: Bolsheviks seize power in Petrograd; Constituent Assembly elections won by SRs; Cheka founded

· 1918 Bolsheviks disperse Constituent Assembly by force; Civil War begins; Nicholas II and his family executed by Bolsheviks; Bolsheviks begin Red Terror and implement policies that later are given the name War Communism

· 1919–1920 Decisive battles of the Civil War

· 1921 Kronstadt Rebellion; 10th Party Congress introduces the New Economic Policy (NEP) and bans all “factions” within the Communist Party

· 1921–1989 Life of Andrei Sakharov

· 1922 Cheka abolished but reemerges as the GPU (later OGPU); Stalin appointed general secretary of Communist Party; Trial and execution of SR leaders; Lenin suffers two strokes and writes his “Testament”

· 1923 Lenin writes his “Postscript,” urging Stalin be demoted; New constitution written for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR); Lenin incapacitated by third stroke

· 1924 Lenin dies; his former lieutenants struggle for power

· 1924–1928 “Industrialization Debate”

· 1925 Trotsky loses post as commissar of war; Stalin’s power grows

· 1927 Stalin crushes short-lived Trotsky alliance with Zinoviev and Kamenev

· 1929 Stalin consolidates power; Trotsky deported to Mexico; First Five-Year Plan, calling for rapid industrialization along socialist lines; Collectivization begins as part of full-scale industrialization drive, accompanied by dekulakization

· 1929–1937 First two fi ve-year plans produce rapid industrial development and a socialist, centrally planned economy

· 1930 Temporary halt to collectivization in the face of massive peasant resistance

· 1934 Chief Administration of Camps—Gulag—set up; 17th Party Congress

· 1934–1938 Stalin’s great purge (or Great Terror); major show trials take place between 1936 and 1938; peak years of the terror are 1937–1938

· 1939 Nazi-Soviet Pact

· 1939–1945 World War II

· 1941 Germany attacks the Soviet Union along 2,000- mile front

· 1942–1943 Battle of Stalingrad turns tide of battle in Soviet Union’s favor

· 1945 World War II ends

· 1945–1947 Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe causes tensions that lead to the Cold War

· 1946 Zhdanovshchina begins

· 1953 Stalin dies; Malenkov becomes prime minister; Khrushchev becomes party’s fi rst secretary; Beria arrested and later executed; First small group of Gulag prisoners released

· 1954 Beginning of Virgin Lands project

· 1955 Khrushchev emerges as top Soviet leader; Geneva summit meeting

· 1956 Khrushchev’s Secret Speech at 20th Party Congress; start of de-Stalinization; Upheaval in Poland; Hungarian uprising against Soviet rule; Release of Gulag prisoners accelerates

· 1957 Khrushchev defeats “anti-Party” group, confirming his position as Soviet leader; Khrushchev’s economic decentralization plan instituted; Sputnik launched

· 1958 Boris Pasternak wins Nobel Prize in literature for Dr. Zhivago

· 1961 Yury Gagarin fi rst man to orbit earth; Yevgeny Yevtushenko publishes “Babi Yar”; Berlin Wall is built

· 1962 Riots and repression in Novocherkassk; Yevtushenko publishes “The Heirs of Stalin”; Cuban Missile Crisis; Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn publishes One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Manezh modern art exhibition

· 1963 “Hot line” installed connecting the Kremlin and White House; Partial nuclear test-ban treaty

· 1964 Khrushchev removed from office; Brezhnev new Soviet leader; several Khrushchev reforms reversed

· 1965 Andrei Sinyavsky and Yuli Daniel arrested

· 1966 23rd Party Congress 
· 1968 Andrei Sakharov publishes “Thoughts on Progress, Peaceful Coexistence, and Intellectual Freedom”

· 1969 SALT talks begin

· 1970 Solzhenitsyn wins Nobel Prize in Literature

· 1972 SALT I treaty signed

· 1973 Solzhenitsyn publishes fi rst volume of The Gulag Archipelago

· 1974 SALT II framework signed

· 1975 Helsinki Accords; Soviet and American spacecraft dock in space; Sakharov wins Nobel Peace Prize

· 1979 Soviet Union invades Afghanistan

· 1982 Brezhnev dies; Andropov becomes party general secretary

· 1984 Andropov dies; Chernenko becomes general secretary

· 1985 Chernenko dies; Mikhail Gorbachev chosen general secretary; Era of perestroika begins

· 1986 Chernobyl nuclear reactor explodes; Many previously banned books and fi lms become available because of glasnost

· 1987 Boris Yeltsin demoted for criticizing pace of reform; demands for autonomy in some non-Russian regions; nuclear arms control treaty eliminates all medium-range missiles from Europe

· 1988 Communist Party approves creation of the Congress of People’s Deputies; Gorbachev speech at UN repudiates Leninist commitment to spread communism worldwide

· 1989 Elections to Congress of Peoples Deputies; Yeltsin and Sakharov among those elected; communism collapses in Eastern Europe

· 1990–1991 Economic conditions deteriorate as demands for autonomy by non-Russian minority nationalities grow

· 1991 Yeltsin elected president of the RSFSR, becoming first leader ever elected directly by the Russian people; coup against Gorbachev fails; Yeltsin and presidents of Ukraine and Belarus agree to dismantle the Soviet Union and create CIS; confirmed by 11 Soviet republic heads two weeks later; Gorbachev resigns as president; Soviet Union ceases to exist at midnight December 31

The Russian Federation

· 1992 Yeltsin ends state control of prices on most goods and services, beginning shock therapy;

· voucher privatization begins 

· 1993 Attempted coup against Yeltsin fails; voters elect new parliament: neo-fascists, Communists (CPRF) do well. Voters also approve new constitution providing for powerful president

· 1994 Russian economy has declined by 40 percent since 1991; Yeltsin orders Russian army into

· Chechnya 

· 1995 Yeltsin launches second round of privatization; CPRF wins proportional representation ballot in parliamentary elections

· 1996 Russians withdraw troops from Chechnya; Yeltsin reelected to second term

· 1998 Russia holds funeral for Nicholas II and family; Yeltsin calls for reconciliation; Russian ruble collapses; Russia in effect is bankrupt

· 1999 Russian economy begins to revive due to rise in oil price; Vladimir Putin becomes prime minister; Russian troops again invade Chechnya; Yeltsin resigns as president; Putin becomes acting president

· 2000 Duma ratifies START II; Russian forces retake Grozny; guerrilla war continues with Chechnya; Putin elected president, marking first democratic transfer of power in Russia’s history; Putin establishes seven federal districts to oversee Russia’s regions

· 2001 New tax law lowers income tax rates to 13 percent

· 2002 Regional governors excluded from Federation Council

· 2003 TVS, Russia’s last independent television network, falls under government control; parliamentary elections won by Kremlin-controlled party called United Russia

· 2004 Putin overwhelmingly reelected to a second term with almost no real opposition; new law ends election of regional governors and republic presidents; Chechen terrorists seize 1,200 hostages

· in school in Beslan; more than 300 die; Putin admits disastrous effects of corruption

· 2005 New law abolishes single-seat districts in Duma, hurting independent parties; Khordorkovsky arrested, Yukos seized by government; Russia reaches billion-dollar arms agreement with Iran and continues work on Iranian nuclear reactor; Solzhenitsyn stresses Russia’s need to “preserve the people”

· 2006 Russian population continues to fall; Russian economy continues to grow for eighth consecutive year; infl ation drops to 9 percent 

· 2007 Russia has 25 billionaires and 88,000 millionaires, as gap between wealthy and others grows; mine explosion kills more than 100 people; nursing home fi re kills more than 60; Russia’s population drops below 142 million

· 2008 Dmitry Medvedev elected president; Putin becomes prime minister 

