Basic concepts and categories:
         Philosophy – an area of intellectual activity which is based both on a special type of thought and on the autonomy of its subject-matter – man in his relation to the world;

         Worldview – a system of generalized sensibilities, of intuitive notions and theoretical views of the surrounding world and man’s place in it, of man’s many-sided relations to the world, to himself and to other people, the system of the basic orientations in life, not always consciously realized of an individual or society, their convictions, ideals and value orientations; their socio-political, moral, aesthetic and religious principles of knowledge and judgements.

         Materialism – takes the world which exists objectively and independently of consciousness

of man and of mankind. Explanation of the world from the world itself – such is the worldview and methodological principle of materialism.

         Idealism – the philosophical position insisting that the development of the world is determined by spiritual element.

         Agnosticism – the philosophical position rejecting knowability of the world in principle.

         Dialectics – is the method and the theory of development in its most complete, deep-going, and comprehensive form. It is based on two basic principles – development and universal connection.

         Metaphysics – is characterized by the static mode of thinking, by the veering of thought from one extreme to the other, by exaggeration of some aspect of an object, such as stability,

repetition, and relative independence.

          Monism – the philosophical system which explains all the diversity of the world in terms of one substance only either matter or spirit.

           Dualism – the philosophical position recognizing equality of the both elements, the material and the ideal, in the development of the world.

            Pluralism – the philosophical position accepting a number of elements constituting the diversity of the world.

Substantiality – means investigating the essence of the world seeking for initial stuff of the Universe.
Universality – means producing universal knowledge and universal principles of spiritual-moral life.

Ontology- is a theory of being.
Gnosiology – is a theory of cognition.

Logic – is a theory of veritable thinking.

Ethics – is a theory of moral.

Aesthetics – is the theory of art and artistic activity.

            Cosmocentrism – the philosophical position regarding cosmos rationally ordered, harmonious, all actual reality was explained via cosmos.

           Atomism – the doctrine regarding the world as an integral whole consisting of an infinite number of atoms –tiny, invisible and indivisible particles that move in void.

           Anthropocentrism – the philosophical position putting human into the centre of philosophical researches.

          Polytheism – the philosophical position accepting plenty of Gods.

          Monotheism – the philosophical position accepting Absolute God the Creator.

          Theocentrism – the philosophical position solving all problems via God.

          Scholasticism – Mediaeval religious philosophy which generalized rationally religious worldview.

          Humanism – the Renaissance worldview conception of human freedom and his right for happiness, enjoyment and satisfaction of his earthly needs.  
           Pantheism – the philosophical position identifying the world and God: everything is God – the only thing that exists.

          Deism – the philosophical doctrine that reduced the role of God to a mere act of creation and held that, after the original act, God virtually withdrew and refrained from interfering in the process of nature and the ways of man.

          Empiricism – the philosophical position accepting that only experience can provide reliable knowledge, all knowledge is attained through sensations.
          Rationalism – the philosophical position that reason (thought) is the source of knowledge and the criterion of its truth.

           Philosophy of life, Existentialism, Phenomenology, Hermeneutics, Positivism, Logical Positivism, Critical Rationalism, Personalism, Psychoanalysis, Pragmatism, Postmodernism – philosophical doctrines of X1X-XX centuries.


Being – is an all-embracing reality, the most general concept of existence, of that which is in general. It is, in fact, something really existing.

            The World – is the unity of natural and social reality which is determined by man’s practical activity. It is, first of all, human world, that is a real process of man’s leaving being

taken in its real existence as human reality.


Matter – is a philosophical category denoting the objective reality which is given to man by his sensations, and which is copied, photographed and reflected by our sensations, while existing independently of them.


Substance – is the reality of a thing, its essence, the most important element of its existence which is constant in any change of the thing.


Motion –is an essential attribute of matter, it is, like matter, uncreatable and indestructible , absolute, unavoidable  and universal. Motion is a mode of existence of matter.


Space – is a form of the existence of matter characterized by such properties as extension, structuredness, coexistence and interaction.


Time – is a form of existence of matter; it is characterized by such properties of alteration and development of systems as duration and sequential replacement of one state by another.


Consciousness – is the highest function of the brain characteristic only of man and connected with speech, a function whose essence is a generalized and purposeful reflection of reality, anticipatory mental construction of actions and foreseeing their results, and rational regulation and self-control of behavior.

 
Self-consciousness – is the realization by man of his actions, emotions, thoughts, motives of behavior, interests and position in society.


Reflexion – is a principle of human consciousness which guides man towards a conscious realization of his own spiritual and intellectual process, towards a frequently critical analysis of his spiritual and psychical states with due attention to all the contradictions in the orientation of the emotions, impulses and thoughts; reflexion is contemplation of the devices used in thought processes and of their social significance.


Ideal – is the subjective image of an external thing; it is irreducible either to material object outside the subject or to the physiological processes occurring in the brain and giving rise to the image. Ideal is the material world reflected by the human mind, and translated into forms of thoughts.

           Epistemology (gnosiology) – the theory of  scientific knowledge.

           Knowledge – is an ideal image of the world (natural, social, human) and its properties that are expressed in a symbolic form of natural or artificial languages; it is an ideal image of human being and activity (actual and possible); the result of definite types of informational technologies (oral and later written language, printed press, electronic means of communication and computer revolution).

           Cognition – the process and the result of man’s reflection of the world; man’s realization of non-experience principles of consciousness organization manifesting uniqueness of human being; 

          Subject –is a complex hierarchy, of which the foundation is the entire social whole. In the final analysis, the highest producer of knowledge and wisdom is the entire mankind. Its development has produced smaller communities – the separate peoples.
           Object - is seen as the real fragments of being that are subjected to study.
           Truth – is defined as an adequate reflection of an object by the knowing subject, which reproduces reality such as it is by itself, outside and independent of consciousness. Absolute truth – is a peace of knowledge that is not refuted by the subsequent development of science but enriched and constantly reaffirmed by life. Relative truth – is limited true knowledge about something.
            Practice – is the material, sensuously objective and goal-directed activity of men intended to master and transform natural and social objects, and constituting the universal basis, the motive force of the development of human society and knowledge.
            Method – originates in practical activity as a generalized device that conforms with the properties and laws of reality, with the objective logic of the things at the transformation of which human activity is directed.
            Determinism – is a worldview and methodological principle which derives the possibility of cognition, of explanation and prediction of events of both dynamic and probabilistic nature from the fact that everything in the world is interconnected and causally conditioned. Causality is the nucleus of the principle of determinism, but it does not exhaust its entire content.


Indeterminism – is a methodological position which rejects the objectiveness of causal connections and the value of causal explanation in science. 

           The categories of philosophy – are general concepts reflecting the most essential, law-governed connections and relations of reality.


Law – is an essential, stable, regular and necessary type of connection between phenomena considered in a generalized form and adjusted to the typologically classified conditions of its manifestations.


Regularity – is a form of concrete manifestation of the law; it is a law in the precious setting of chance occurrences.


Connection – is a general expression of dependence among phenomena, a reflection of interdependence of their existence and development.


Relation – is one of the forms of, or an element in, the universal interconnection of objects and processes.


Interaction – reflects the process of reciprocal influence of objects on one another, their mutual conditioning, changes of state, mutual transition into one another, as well as generation of one object by another. 


Development – is an irreversible, definitely oriented and law-governed change of material and ideal objects resulting in the emergence of new qualities.


Contradiction – is a definite type of interaction between different and opposing sides, properties and tendencies within a given system or between systems, a process of confrontation between opposite tendencies and forces.


Difference – is a relation of non-identity, of dissimilarity within an object and between objects.


An opposite – is an extreme expression of an essential difference.


Negation – is destruction of one thing by another and at the same time assertion and retention: while destroying that which exists, it retains the positive in sublimated form.


Quality – is an integral description of the functional unity of an object’s essential properties, its internal and external definiteness, its relative stability.


Quantity – expresses the external, formal relationship between objects, their parts, properties and connections: number, magnitude, volume, set, class, or degree of manifestation of a given property.


Measure – is the zone within which a given quality is modified and varied in keeping with changes in the quantity of individual inessential properties while retaining its essential characteristics.


A leap – is a demarcation line separating one measure from another. Individual leaps are connected with the emergence of new particular properties, and the general leaps, with the transformation of the entire system of properties, of quality as a whole. 


Evolution – designates continuous changes, i.e. gradual quantitative changes, and the changes of separate properties in the framework of a given quality closely connected with them.


Essence – is something hidden, something deep-lying, concealed in things and their inner connections, something that controls things; it is the basis of all the forms of their external manifestation.


Phenomenon – is the way of manifestation of essence: if essence is something general, phenomenon is something individual, expressing only one element of the essence; if essence is something profound, phenomenon is external, richer and more colorful; if essence is something stable and necessary, phenomenon is transient, changeable, and accidental.


Content – is the identity of all the elements and moments of the whole with the whole itself; it is the composition of all the elements of the object in their qualitative definiteness, interaction, and functioning; the unity of the object’s properties, processes, relations, contradictions and trends of development.

Form – is a mode of expression of content identical with it; external form expresses the boundary indicating the difference of given content as a whole from everything else; internal form is connected with the object’s qualitative definiteness, a certain meaningful formedness pointing to a mode of operation involving the object and determining the mode of its perception and incorporation in a system of a given intellectual and practical sphere.

Cause –a phenomenon which give rise, under definite conditions, to another phenomenon; a cause may be either a circumstance external with respect to the given phenomenon or its internal contradiction.



Necessity –is a law-governed type of links between phenomena determined by their stable inner basis and by ensemble of the essential conditions of their emergence, existence and development. 

Chance –is a type of connections which is conditioned by inessential, external, and contingent (in relation to the given phenomenon) causes.

Freedom –is man’s ability to take decisions and to perform actions in accordance with his interests, goals, evaluations and ideals, expressed in his selective activity based on his knowledge of the objective properties and relations of things, law-governed links between phenomena and events of the objective world.

Possibility –is the future in the present, something which does not exist as a given qualitative definiteness but which may appear and exist, which may become a reality under definite conditions.

Reality –is the creative sum total of the action of all the real forces of the world: it is nature and world history, man and his reason, material and non-material culture; it is the whole world surrounding us in all its colorful diversity. 

Probability –is a measure of objective possibility, a degree of possible realization of a given event in given conditions and under a given law.

The Individual –expresses the relative isolation, discreteness, delimitedness of one object from another in space and time, the intrinsic peculiarities that make up an object’s unique qualitative and quantitative definiteness.

The Particular –signifies the measure and mode of combining the general and the individual in a single phenomenon.

The General –is the singular in the many; it expresses definite properties and relations characteristic of the given class of objects or events.

            Society – is an integral system of individuals’ social connections, interactions, and relations; it is an integral organism consisting of a plenty of aspects that is economical, political, social, legal, military, religious etc.;



A socioeconomic formation – is a qualitatively definite and historically concrete type of social system considered in the unity of all its aspects – the mode of production, the state of science and art, the entire diversity and wealth of intellectual sphere, of family and everyday-life relations, and the whole way of life;


The basis – is the totality of production relations constituting society’s economic structure which determines the system of ideological forms of man’s social life;


Superstructure – means the ensemble of ideas and ideological relations as well as establishments and organizations (the state, political parties, trade unions etc.) in which these ideas and relations are embodied and which are characteristic of the given society;


Material production – is the labor activity of men who transform nature, using the necessary tools, in order to create material wealth meant to satisfy human needs;


The productive forces – include people who implement the process of production as the subject of labor, materials, land, mineral deposits etc. as an object of labor , the implements

of labor created by man in order to transform the external world in the interests of society, and also the means of labor which include buildings, warehouses, transport etc. necessary for the   process of production;


The production relations – reflect a complex structural-functional and hierarchically subordinated and coordinated system of the links between men which take shape in the process of production; they cover the relation to the means of production that is the form of property; the connections  among men arising in the process of exchange, distribution, and consumption of the wealth being created; relations between men determined by their production specialization, expressing the division of labor; the relations of cooperation, subordination and coordination, or managerial relations, and all other relations in which men become involved, even including the everyday life apparently remote from the immediate process of production;


The mode of production – is a historically concrete complex structure of material production formed by productive forces and production relations in their intimate interconnection; 


Historical progress – is a necessary process of mankind’s law-governed progressive movement from given form of social organization to others that are more perfect, the new society being qualitatively superior to the previous one in terms of economic, social, political and cultural parameters.


The criterion of social progress – is humanism that covers both the specific features of human nature and the evaluation of these properties as the highest element of social life, the measure of humanization of society and man’s freedom.


Freedom – an actual possibility of choosing one’s own being and realization of it: “freedom-from”- independence as a necessary condition of realization of human unique nature, his being purport, and “freedom-for”- actual creative work in realizing one’s being purport.

Social consciousness – is the ensemble of generalized notions, theories, emotions, modes and traditions; the intellectual and spiritual reality – part of social being.

The everyday practical level of social consciousness –is an integral understanding of life that is practical and unsystematized (although not entirely spontaneous).

The theoretical level of social consciousness – is connected with ideas that have been subjected to creative elaboration and rational systematization in the special sciences, in art, philosophy, socio-political, ethical and other doctrines.

Social psychology – is a partial analogue of the everyday level of consciousness; it embraces various scientific ad nonscientific views and assessments, aesthetic tastes and ideas, mores and traditions, inclinations and interests, images of fantasy and the logic of common sense.

Ideology – is a partial analogue of the theoretical level of consciousness; it systematically evaluates social reality from the positions of a definite class or party; it reflects reality in a mediated form and not integrally and directly as social psychology does.

The forms of social consciousness are as following: 

Moral consciousness – is the principal axiological form of social consciousness reflecting generally accepted normative statutes and evaluations of human activity; it reflects the relations between individuals and those positions from which a person evaluates his own self.

Legal consciousness – is the form of social consciousness which expresses the knowledge and evaluation of the normative regulations – accepted in a given society as juridical laws – of the socioeconomic activity of various subjects of law.

Political consciousness – is a reflection of the economic, social and production interconnections between classes in their overall relation to state power.

Aesthetic consciousness – constitutes the spiritual foundation that ensures the harmonious unity of and deep interconnection between various manifestations of the spiritual life of man and society as a whole.

Religious consciousness – is a complex aggregate concept incorporating a certain mythology, a system of dogmas, cultic and ritual actions, socialized religious institutions, forms of relationships between believers and religious organizations, and many other issues. The essence of religious consciousness – is an illusory doubling of the world, i.e. the view that along with the real natural and social being there exists a second, or “the next” world, in which, according to the world religions, all contradictions of earthly being that trouble the human spirit are ideally resolved.

Culture – is an ensemble of material and non-material values and of methods of creating them, and the ability to use them for the advancement of mankind and to transmit them from generation to generation.

Value – is a fact of culture, and it is social in its very essence. The concept of value is correlative with such concepts as significance, usefulness, and harmfulness.

Civilization – is mostly associated with the development of technology which is inherently neutral in relation to culture. It is a world of material objects outside man transformed.

Philosophy of history - a constituent part of social philosophy which is interested in the analysis and interpretation of historical process and historical cognition.

History – the processes of reality that arises and develops as a specific part of cosmic processes, as it is connected with men’s conscious activity and their conscious realization of life-being as a whole. History develops in accelerated tempo constantly extending the sphere of its forms and possibilities, hence it is manifested as the space where human creates and realizes his freedom, his essential forces.

Meaning of history – understanding history as a process directed towards some definite strategic goal, the process in which man can realize his essence – that is his theoretical and practical faculties.
Progress – development of social system from the elementary towards the complex, more perfect, more finely organized, towards a richer potential and greater informational volume.

Regress – “reverse development” that leads to decay, to degradation, from the higher to the lower level.

Revolution – means a qualitative change, the radical turn in a social system that provides progressive development.

Evolution – means gradual changes in the course of social life and in nature that do not change the system as a whole.

Historical personality – is a philosophical characteristic of a personality meaning that his being purport and practical activity are directed towards the development of historical process

Personality’s role in history – means correlation of personality’s being purport with fundamental meaning of history; person’s subjective freedom with objective necessity of life.

